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Takya City Reconatuction and. the Binth of the Hanga Building>
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lllustration: Ichihara Maco Design: Morigaki Ken
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Associate Professor Faculty of Engineering, Department of Architecture, Tokyo University of Science

TOKAS Hongo is a three-story reinforced concrete building built in Decem-
ber 1928 to serve as a Tokyo City employment agency. On September 1, 1923,
five years before the building would be built, the Great Kanto Earthquake
struck Japan. Centered in northern Sagami Bay, the earthquake shook Tokyo
and the surrounding areas, producing heavy damage.

Reconstruction following the catastrophic damage to Tokyo came in the
form of various civil engineering and construction projects, collectively referred
to as the Imperial Capital Reconstruction Project. The project was carried out
by the national government and the governments of what were then Tokyo
Prefecture and Tokyo City. It included repairs to roads and waterways; the de-
velopment of new public parks; urban infrastructure improvements, such as
land readjustment and sewerage projects; and the construction of elementary
schools, marketplaces, hospitals, and more. Employment agencies were among
the social welfare facilities established by Tokyo City as part of this Imperial
Capital Reconstruction Project. Others included day-care and child consulta-
tion centers, sheltered workshops for women, public cafeterias, public lodging
houses, pawnshops, and bath houses.

Municipal employment agencies had existed since the end of the Meiji era
(1868-1912), but following the Great Kanto Earthquake, the facilities were

redesigned and rebuilt as reinforced con-
crete buildings as part of the Imperial
Capital Reconstruction Project. Among
the 13 locations within Tokyo City, most
were two-story buildings. Only three were
three-story buildings: Kandabashi, Asakusa
Park, and the Hongo building. The Hongo
building housed both the Hongo Employ-
ment Agency and the Women’s and Youth
Employment Agency, making it the sec-
ond-largest employment agency, following
the Kandabashi location, and evidence sug-
gests it was quite impressive at the time of
its establishment.

Tokyo Arts and Space Hongo 2-4-16 Hongo, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-0033  https://www.tokyoartsandspace.jp/en/

The building exterior @ features a pronounced horizontality, emphasized
by decorative lines that wrap around the corners, and distinctive continuous
caves. According to the original floor map, there were two entrances on the
first floor: a general-purpose entrance on the north side and an entrance for
women on the south side. The entrance for women led to the women’s employ-
ment office on the first floor. The general-purpose entrance offered access to
the youth employment office on the first floor, the youth waiting room on the
second floor, and the employment office for “educated people” (graduates of
junior high schools, vocational schools, or universities) on the third floor.
Other rooms included a lobby on the first floor, a medical office and night duty
room on the second floor, and administrative offices on each floor. The build-
ing featured a reinforced concrete frame with wooden partition walls between
rooms. A cross-section view of the building shows the drainage slope structure
of the roof, with a significant downward slant from east to west. This slant is
also apparent in the third-floor ceiling beams. Only a portion of the original
ceiling molding® remains today, but it was once found in every room of the
building. Three chimneys® on the rear side of the building were connected to
heating stoves located in all rooms, on all floors. The exterior portion of these
chimneys remains even today.

According to the specification documents, the interior featured plastered
walls, wooden bascboards, and floors made of Sorel cement, which was
common at the time. The entrance and restroom floors featured polished artifi-
cial stone, while the hallways and stairwell featured tile baseboards. The stair-
case handrails® were listed as tile in the initial specification documents, but
this was changed to polished artificial stone at some point. Most of these fea-
tures have been lost to wartime damage and renovations, but the polished arti-
ficial stone handrails and some of the tile baseboards still remain.

Now close to 100 years old, the building is a symbol of the reconstruction
of Tokyo following the devastation of the Great Kanto Earthquake. While the
durability of its reinforced concrete structure has allowed the building to sur-
vive both wartime damage and subsequent waves of development, it is truly
impressive that it remains in such good condition today, carefully maintained

as the TOKAS Hongo building.

Architectural drawings and photos of the build-
ing’s exterior in 1928 can be seen in the 3D VR
version “TOKAS Hongo Exploration Guide.”

% Tokyo Arts and Space

Tokyo Arts and Space (TOKAS) is an arts center dedicat-
ed to the creation and promotion of contemporary artistic
expression from Tokyo. The TOKAS Hongo building, which

hosts exhibitions, performances, and more, was built in

1928 to serve as an employment agency. After functioning
as a vocational guidance center for some years beginning
in 1949, the building was reopened as an art center in 2001.
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